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Dear Friends,  
 

When Pet Rescue tallied its adoptions 

for 2008, we were astonished to find 

that it came to almost 900, several 

hundred more than the year before. 

Impressive, but it shouldn't have been 

so astonishing considering the 

more than 50 people who 

contribute their talents 

and  skills, give so much en-

ergy, time, house space - and 

dedication for  the Pet Rescue 

dogs and cats - in order to 

bring them from desolate 

conditions, most often with no 

future, to warm homes. All 

without a shelter building and 

without pay. Well, it is aston-

ishing. 
  

It's been twenty -seven years 

since two other volunteers and I, dis-

tressed about the awful conditions for 

the shelter's cats and dogs, left a big 

animal shelter in  the County to try to 

do better on our own. To find perma-

nent homes for the former pets that we 

were soon harboring in our homes, we 

advertised, and without thinking 

too  hard about it, put the words Pet 

Rescue in the ads. It was to 

let  prospective adopters know that the 

cat and dogs described in the 

ads  were pre -owned.  
 

As we were called upon more and 

more to help abandoned and about -

to -be abandoned animals and were 

so successful in matching them up with 

new owners, we found we had 

a  reputation and a name. By the time 

we considered applying for a  charter, 

the name Pet Rescue had long since 

stuck. We could not  even consider try-

ing to come up with a more imagina-

tive or original one.  
 

Known for being careful about match-

ing owner and pet for the welfare  of 

each, Pet Rescue's reputation spread, 

bringing in adopters  recommended by 

other adopters and more volunteers, 

many who stayed on  to help after 

adopting. We continue to be careful 

about putting our pets in the right 

homes  and taking them back if, for 

any reason, things don't work out. An-

other of our principles is to do what-

ever needs to be done for the wellbe-

ing of any animal that we take in, to 

make it comfortable and to keep it 

healthy or restore it to health.  
 

For a long time, Pet Rescue has looked 

forward to having its own  place for 

headquarters and boarding. Except for 

our new rented Cat  Place, that hasn't 

happened. But we have learned an 

invaluable lesson. After years of having 

no choice but to depend on volun-

teers to care for our orphans in their 

own homes, we have come to real-

ize that that is the way to go. Caring 

homes, where the cats and dogs are 

individually nurtured, loved and 

watched over, are far better 

than  kennels and cages. Keeping up 

wi th our network of fosterers 

can  sometimes be unwieldy, but it is so 

good for the animals.  
 

We have not been able to find 

enough foster homes for all of the  cats 

so far but our new Cat Place is next 

best.   

We are still looking forward to 

eventually owning a building 

to  contain an operating room 

and space to board new animals 

so that  their health and personali-

ties can be checked out before 

they are  channeled to appropri-

ate foster homes.  Meanwhile, we 

go on with our work and count on 

the continued  support of an in-

creasing number of people who 

believe in what we do.  

                                       Sue Kamell  

                                           President  
 

We are Green 
 

Pet Rescue has been way ahead, green all 

along.  
  

We work against wasting lives by 
             

¶ Rescuing and caring for cats and dogs, 

animals who would otherwise be killed, 

and giving them good lives. 
             

¶ Enabling the adoption of wonderful 

abandoned and mixed breeds that are 

given to us instead of the purchasing of 

pets from the those who bring more 

dogs and cats into a world already 

overfilled. They are both the fancy 

breeders and the puppy millers who 

supply pet stores. 
            

¶ Spaying and Neutering to prevent more 

cats and dogs from being added to the 

tragedy of  homeless animals..  
 

We work against wasting resources by 

using our own homes to shelter the ani-

mals. 

 
  

Sue Kamell and volunteers at the Wish Upon A Star Gala  



letters   

7Å ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ Ȱ"ÏÏȱ ÆÏÒ ÍÙ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÌÁÓÔ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
daughter.  Three months old when we picked her up from Pet Rescue, Boo has 
ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÍÅÔȡ  loves to bat ping pong balls all 
around our apartment and sticks her tongue out all the time.  She is very talka-
tive and playful.  Her favorite activity is to watch the world from our window 
sill.  She has a knack for finding the most comfortable place in the house and is 
never shy around new people.  3ÈÅȭÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔÅÄ Ô×Ï ȰÃÁÔ-ÈÁÔÅÒÓȱ ÔÏ ȰÃÁÔ-
ÌÏÖÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔ ÓÈÅȭÌÌ ÃÈÁÒÍ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓ ÓÈÅ ÇÅÔÓ ÏÌÄÅÒȦ  Thanks 
for giving us the chance to add to our family!         Deanna Decker, NYC 
 

Hi, Hank here! I wanted to let you 
know how I'm doing. I have a 
great yard and I've been practic-
ing my walking just like you 
taught me. The kids and I have a 
great time (I found so many balls 
in the yard that they forgot 
about, I popped them all, of 
course). No one seems to mind 
because we are having so much 
fun playing. I found something 
else that I like, hula hoops. Who 
would have thought that they 

could be so much fun. The weather is getting nicer and we are all ready for more 
time outside. Hopefully by May the boat will be in the water and we will be 
spending our weekends on the Great South Bay. I miss you very much and I am 
so thankful for all of the love that everyone gave me when I was down on my 
luck. But things are so wonderful now, this family had no idea what they were 
missing before I came along.                                  Kathleen Henselder, Lindenhurst        
 

We are all madly in love with Charlie. He is such a 
great cat, so funny and so affectionate. Charlie 
and Foxy are playing together right now and 
seem to get along beautifully. We can't believe 
our good luck--one fantastic dog, one fantastic 
cat, who--fantastically--get along. Both from Pet 
Rescue!                                                 Lisa Reed, NYC 
 
 

Thank you and thank you for Jack.  He has to be the  happiest dog I've ever 
seen.  By the way, at Rye Town Park nearly all (80%) of the dogs are rescues 
from you.  I am proud to be a part of your organization and proud to say Jack is a 
Pet Rescue rescue.                                                         Elizabeth Worsham, Rye 

   

(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÐÈÏÔÏ ÏÆ "ÁÉÌÅÙ ɉ×ÈÏ ×Å 
adopted in September) and me.  I will 
be 11 in May, and I am going to have 
a Pet Rescue party, where the guests 
will be asked to donate to Pet Rescue 
instead of bringing gifts. Thanks so 
much for giving us Bailey.  We love 
him and he is a great dog.  
               Molly Rickles, Sleepy Hollow 
 
 

It has been one year since we brought home 
΅3×ÅÅÔÉÅÐÉÅ #ÁÌÈÏÕÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ 
gift we have ever been blessed to receive. She is still 
very shy but now braves the noisy streets of NYC 
with her tail held high. She is the queen of Central 
Park where she spends about 4 hours every day 
playing with her friends, kerplunking in the boat 
pond and just having a grand old time. She loves the 
snow and snuffling along the beach too. Sweetiepie 
has thanked us a thousand times over with kisses, 
tail wagging and shoe eating! We know nothing 
about her first 8 months of life except that she was a stray from South Carolina. 
My husband and I are in love with her. Thank you to the special people who 
fostered her for us. We are honored to be her forever home.    

                                            Maureen & Ian Phillips, NYC  
 

Bella is doing so great.  She loves the snow; go figure for a 
dog from South Carolina.  She is looking forward to being a 
big sister to the twins I am carrying (due Aug 11th).  I know 
she will be great with them as she is great with all kids she has 
met.  Thanks again for letting us adopt her.   
                             Sheena and Joe Capone, Stamford 
 
 

 

Just a quick note to let you know that Dexter is doing fine. 
He and my dog, Olivia, have had no problems since their 
introduction. He is VERY talkative especially at our family 
meal-time. He enjoys sitting on the couch of the family 
room and looking out of the window. We find that Dexter is 
a joy to have around!                 Annette Stiso, New Rochelle  
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(ÅÒÅȭÓ 2ÏØÙ ÁÔ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ Á 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ΩÒÄ 
graders. Roxy and I are Pet Partners with the Delta 
Society.  7Å ÖÉÓÉÔ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÐÓÙÃÈÉÁÔÒÉÃ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ 
and do agility courses with the children in 
charge.  Recently we started a Paws and Read Pro-
gram where children with reading difficulties read 
their dog stories to Roxy.  I'm in training now for 
Hospice visits with Roxy which will happen in the 
fall.  It all works out to maybe one visit a week at 
one of these locations and for no more than an hour 
and half.  This Sunday we're going to a local VISTA 
group of brain injured adults for an agility ses-
sion.  It's been very rewarding and a wonderful 
training tool for Roxy.  She loves the visits. My hus-
band and I have so loved this dog - she's just a won-
derful addition to our home/family and neighborhood.   
                                                                                                          Pat Durante, Madison, CT  

G E T  I N V O LV E D !  
 

Become a fan on our Facebook page . If you have adopted 

from us, upload a photo of your new family member.  

Pet Rescue is trying to win a grant in theanimalrescue-

site.comõs $100,000 Shelter Challenge. Vote for us once a 

day, every day , now through July 26. You can use the link 

on our website or on our Facebook page or on 

www.theanimalrescuesite.com. Tell your family and friends 

too. Every vote brings us closer to our goal.  

We desperately need foster homes for the dogs and cats 

we rescue. The more homes we have, the more animals we 

can rescue. Itõs as simple as that. If you can take a dog or 

cat or even a litter of kittens or puppies into your home, fill 

out an adoption/foster application on our website (dogs) 

or call us at (914) 834 -6955. You can make a difference. 

You can save a life!  

My New Dog 
I have a dog. Her name is Maggie. 
She is probably the sweetest, most 
playful dog. I have never seen 
anything like her. I even made up a 
song about her. When I play with 
Maggie I play fetch and run 
around in circles. The second I got 
Maggie I almost fainted. One time 

when Maggie was in her crate I went in with her.                  The End  
                                                                                 by Jesse Harwin 



pet rescue kids 

Will Berczuk requested donations for Pet Rescue at his 12th 

birthday party.  
 

Lucy Coplin donated $300 from her bat -mitzvah money.  
 

Cord & Cameron Stafford chose to donate a gift of $400 

from their grandmother to Pet Rescue.  
 

Baxter Martin , whose family fostered two dogs from WV and 

adopted a cat named Snopus, donated some of his birthday 

money.  
 

Connor LeBlanc and his brothers and cousins chose Pet 

Rescue to receive their familyõs charity gift this Christmas. 
 

Sophie Greenhouse who goes to Quaker Ridge School spon-

sored a dog on a recent transport.  
 

Brownie Troop #1850 held a bake sale at Chatsworth School 

and voted to donate part of the proceeds to Pet Rescue.  
 

Pet Rescue received a donation from the Quaker Ridge Ele-

mentary School  òWinter Wishlandó project. 
 

Sophie Silverman , who fosters dogs for Pet Rescue with her 

family, raised $500 to sponsor a transport.  
 

Lulu Dye requested donations for Pet Rescue at her 11 th  

birthday party.  
 

Jenna Kimmel requested donations to Pet Rescue in lieu of 

gifts for her birthday.  
 

Childrenôs Outreach 

Kids Can Make a Difference 
 

Kids and animals just go togetheréno brainer, right?  Well, 

we at Pet Rescue believe that kidsõ love of animals is the key 

to the future of rescue.   They are the best hope for change 

whether it relates to global warming or  animals. Pet Rescue 

has developed an outreach program for kids to use their love 

of animals to teach them about the realities of pet overpopu-

lation.   
 

Our program gently introduces kids to the number of pets 

being destroyed every year (as many as 10 million in the 

U.S. alone).   The kids who take part in our program also 

learn that when their family or someone they know decides 

it is time for that lifelong pet, they can help adults to under-

stand the importance of adopting versus purchasing their 

new best friend. They also learn the importance of everyone  

spaying/neutering their pet. Armed with this information, 

kids begin to understand how quickly the number of ani-

mals currently being destroyed could shrink.  
 

Pet Rescue wants these kids to be empowered with the 

knowledge that each one of them can make a difference in 

what the future holds for animals. These will be our leaders. 

They will write legislation outlawing puppy mills, make sure 

that pet owners spay and neuter, and see that shelters 

really care for their animals, and that there are fewer ani-

mals needing shelters. We hope that one day Pet Rescueõs 

motto of òAdopt. Save a Lifeó will be right up there with 

òglobal warmingó in kidsõ vocabulary.  
 

Pet Rescueõs new program for kids was recently presented to 

several Brownie troops. If you are interested in having Pet 

Rescue give its program to your childõs school or civic group, 

contact Mary or Patty Oddoux at poddoux@optonline.net.  
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WHERE WILL THE PETS GO? 

 
Unfortunately this is a time when many pets will be put out 

on the streets or abandoned in shelters as their people lose 

their jobs or are forced from their homes. There are ways to 

deal with this potentially heart -wrenching situation.  

  

Above all do not wait until the last day. Give yourself time to 

search for a new home for both of you, or if necessary, a 

new home for your pet. Network.  

  

Scout out pet -accepting landlords. (Your local shelter may 

have information on these.)  

  

If a landlord doesnõt openly advertise a no-pets policy, ap-

proach him or her with a positive attitude. You can be per-

suasive by offering evidence of your rental history, refer-

ences, insurance policy, letter from a veterinarian, evidence 

of up -to date licensing, proof of neutering or spaying, certifi-

cates from a trainer or training course. Offer a pet deposit 

fee or an extra amount per month. If your finances are tight, 

offer maintenance services - to mow the lawn, clear the 

snow.  

  

Be aware that the no -pets clause in standard leases is not 

there because the landlord dislikes animals. It is backup for 

the landlord if the tenant permits his dog to bark incessantly 

or is sloppy about cleaning after their cat, letting odors per-

meate the apartment and halls. The landlord can enforce 

the lease when this kind of situation comes up but he may 

do nothing if the pet is not causing problems.  

  

If you have your eyes on a building where you see leashed 

dogs or cats in windows, itõs quite possible that the standard 

lease may have been used but not be in force. If you move 

to such a building without announcing that you have a pet, 

chances are you will not be bothered if you and your pet 

behave. If it turns out that the landlord really does not want 

your pet no matter how well -behaved, ask for a month to 

relocate him and get busy contacting friends, relatives, and 

your local rescue groups or shelters.  

  

If you must leave your pet at a shelter, you can help his 

chance of survival by helping out at the facility on a regular 

basis, walking your dog and others, playing with the cats. 

Not only will you be watching out for your pet, you will be 

comforting him and gaining time to go on with your search 

for a place for both of you.  

                    MUTTS © PATRICK MCDONNELL. KING FEATURES SYNDICATE  


